
 

First Question: Our Shaykh, may Allâh preserve 

him, the questioner says, “What is the ruling of 

having multiple wives (i.e. polygyny) in the religion of 

Islâm?” 

The answer: All praise belongs to Allâh, the lord of 

all that exists; and may Allâh send his Salah and 

Salaam upon our prophet, his family, and all of his 

companions.  

To proceed: 

For indeed it is among the matters which is 

obligatory upon the Muslim male and female to be 

content with Allâh and His Messenger’s (sallahu 

‘alayhi wa sallam) judgments. Allâh, the most high 

says, 

ژڻ   ڻ   ڻ   ڻ   ۀ    ۀ     ہ   ہہ   ژ   

“And whatsoever the Messenger (Muhammad) gives 

you, take it, and whatsoever he forbids you, abstain 

(from it).” 1  

Moreover, He the most high says, 

ٱ   ٻ          ٻ   ٻ     ٻ   پ   پ   پ   پ   ڀ   ڀ   ڀ    ڀ   ٺ   ژ 

ژٺ   ٺٺ     

                                                           
1 Al-Hashr [59:7] 



“It is not for a believer, man or woman, when Allâh 

and His Messenger have decreed a matter that they 

should have any option in their decision.” 2  

And so forth pertaining to the verses that indicate 

unambiguousness that it is an obligation upon every 

Muslim male and female to be content with whatever 

Allâh and His messenger has ruled; and that he 

believe (with a firm ‘Aqeedah) that is good.  

Likewise, the Sunnah mentions from the prophet 

(sallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) inciting the male and 

female Muslims to be content with whatever 

Muhammad (sallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) has brought; 

the same whether it is that judgment in the verses of 

the Noble Qur’an or in the Prophet’s Sunnah.  

In addition, among that Mutawaatirah Sunnah is 

what Bukhari and Muslim mentioned on the 

authority of Anas, may Allâh be pleased with him, 

from the prophet (sallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said,  

“Three matters that whoever has within himself will 

discover the sweetness of true Eemaan; that Allâh 

and His messenger is more beloved to him than 

anything else, that the person does not love anything 

or anyone except Allâh, and that he hates to return to 

disbelief after Allâh had recused him from it just like 

he hates to be thrown into the hellfire.” 3 

The meaning (of the hadeeth) is that whatever Allâh 

and His messenger are pleased with takes 

precedence over any persons’ statement.  

                                                           
2 Al-Ahzab [33:36] 
3 Bukhari (#21), the book of Eemaan; Muslim (#67), the book of 
Eemaan  



 In the authentic hadeeth,  

“Whoever is content with Allâh as his lord, Islâm as 

his religion and Muhammad (sallahu alayhi wa 

sallam) as his messenger will experience the taste of 

Eemaan.” 4 

Thus, his statement, 

“…and Muhammad (sallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) as his 

messenger…” 

This statement necessitates that he (i.e. the Muslim) 

believes in all of what Muhammad (sallahu ‘alayhi wa 

sallam) came with; and that it is from Allâh and it is 

the truth that there is no doubt regarding it.  

How excellent!! Is what Imam Ash-Shaafi’ee, may 

Allâh have mercy upon him, said,  

“I believe in Allâh as well as whatever came from 

Allâh according to what Allâh intended; and I believe 

in Allâh’s messenger as well as whatever came from 

Allâh’s messenger according to what Allâh’s 

messenger intended.” 5 

Moreover, indeed the A’imma (i.e. plural for Imam) of 

Islâm have unanimously agreed on this that we have 

mentioned; so when this is decided for indeed 

marrying multiple wives is the basis (of marriage) 

and this is evident in Noble Quran. Allâh the most 

high says, 

                                                           
4 Muslim (#56), the book Eemaan 
5 Imam Al-Maqdasi, may Allâh have mercy upon him mentioned 
it in his book: “Sufficiency in Creed” (#4) 



ژ     ژ   ڑ   ڑ   ک   ک   ک   ک   گگ   گ   گ   ڳ    ڳ     ڳ   ژ 

 ژ

“Then marry (other) women of your choice, two or 

three, or four but if you fear that you shall not be able 

to deal justly (with them), then only one.” 6 

Therefore, the person, who examines this noble verse 

two matters become evident. The first of the two is:  

 The foundation (of marriage) is marrying 

multiple wives; and that Allâh begins with it, 

and invites to it. Whoever says, “indeed it is 

an obligation” then his statement has a 

wealth of insight because the foundation 

concerning commands is that it is obligatory. 

 

 The second matter is contentment with one 

wife regarding the one who fears for himself 

being unjust.  

 

2nd question: Why did the prophet 0 prohibit 

‘Ali from marrying another woman when married to 

his daughter? Is his statement 0, “Indeed she 

is only a piece of me which is specific to him 0? 

 

The answer to this question is comprised of three 

meanings. 

 

The first meaning is that Fatimah, may Allah be 

pleased with her, is leader of the women of the world 

                                                           
6 An-Nisaa [4:3] 



according the text of Allâh’s messenger 7 0 

and according to unanimous agreement of the people 

of knowledge who consider his statement. 

 

So the woman of this status deserves that she is not 

harmed and that her husband does not marry 

another woman when married to her due to this 

status and it (the status) is she is the leader of the 

women of the world.  

 

The second meaning is that this is among his private 

affairs 0, and if we say from Fatimah’s private 

affairs; so it is unlikely because Fatimah the 

daughter of Muhammad 0. This is what he 

indicated to with his statement,  

 

“Indeed she is only a piece of me.”  

Meaning, she is a part of me; and the prophet 

0, he being safeguarded from harm is 

obligatory. Indeed some of the harm (towards him) is 

permissible regarding others. Thus, he 0 has 

special qualities which are forbidden upon others 

from his Ummah.  

 

Therefore, the prophet 0 respect to him is 

above all those who are respected and loving him is 

above everything that is beloved.  

 

                                                           
7 The Shaykh is indicating to the long hadeeth of ‘Aisha, that 
Muslim mentions in his Saheeh (#2450), in the book “the 
companions’ virtues” the chapter of “the virtues of Fatimah bint 
Prophet 0. Pertaining it (the statement) the prophet 
0 said, “O’ Fatimah, are you not content that you are leader 

of the believing women or that you are the leader of the women of 
this Ummah?” She (Aisha) said, “She (Fatimah) laughed at that”. 



The third meaning is that ‘Ali, may Allâh be pleased 

with him, married other than her after her pasting; 

and the companions based upon this they use to 

marry multiple wives during his life 0 and 

after it. Likewise the second generation of Muslims 

would marry multiple wives during the life of the 

prophet’s companions; and the Muslims are upon 

this until today.  

 

Translation by: Aboo Sulaymaan Muhammad 

'Abdul-Azim bin Joshua Baker  

Source: At-Taqrir Al-Mua'kid with answering 30 

questions with regard to Polygyny 

 


